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TELEPHONE. BEEKMAN SJOO.

Bennett's War on Koenlf.
William M. Bennett Is going Into

the Sixth Assembly district primaries
to try to take the leadership away
from Samuel S. Kofmo, president of
the nepubllcan county committee,

t What would the roar of Niagara
Falls mean to mankind If mankind
hart no ears? Bennett does not get
tired of listening to himself, but what
will his mouth noise mean to the
primary voters In the Sixth Assembly
district or anywhere else when they
are all deaf to It?

Mr. Koenio has been so loyal and
zealous a head of his party's county
organization, his Intelligence Is so
keen, his Integrity so sound nnd his
record so clean, that If Bennett any
longer amounted to anything, even
as a public nuisance, his primary
war might be of some service to
Mr. Kor.Nio; for If anybody could be
aroused to take further notice of Ben-

nett's antics there would be) an occa-

sion for the Republican; of the Sixth
Assembly district and of the count'
to give the president of the com-

mittee a bigger vote of confidence
than ever. As It Is, Mr. Koenio may
have to be content with the custom-
ary respect and support of his fol-

lowers and his party, which he has
In abundance.

Two Millions an nour.
The supposed Inability 6f the lay

mind to envisage n billion dollars
leads the Washington correspondents
to reduce America's war costs to sim-

pler figures. Therefore we nre In-

formed that the cost Is about 0

a day, or soy $2,000,000 an
hour. It Is possible to make this
more simple and to say that every
minute the nation Is spending $33,-33.-

nn amount of money which
everybody would like to have In the
bank. Too huge? Well, It may be
lowered to the smallest fractional
output of the clock. Every second
there Is spent ?5.V.

The people of the United States
have an ardent wish that this $555
spent per second shall be used with
nil the economy that Is possible In nn
expensive affair like world war. No

other limitation Is put on the cost.
Peace Is dear, and the only plnce to
buy It Is upon the broken altar of
militarism, a place of devil worship
toward which our troops are going
at an astonishing rate of .speed. The
travel cost Is much more than Mr.
McAooo's three cents n mile. But
the peace onr men and our allies'
men arc advancing to get Is going to
be worth so much that It would take
a five foot shelf of books to hold the
numernls expressing Its worth In
money.

Pence with honor at fifty bill-

ions is ns great a bargain ns this
island of Manhattan was at $24; yet
there may have been moments when
Peteb Minuit wondered whether he
had not been swindled.

The Cities and Their War Debts.
The statistics compiled by the Cen-

sus Bureau covering the expenditures
for municipal purposes of the 210
cities of more than 30,000 Inhabitants
ench for the year 1017 show that In
spite of the war the municipal debts
Increased by $00,401,352, or $3.00 a
jierson. It Is fair to assume that
many of the cities were committed to
necesfary or merely desirable public
Improvements before war was de-

clared In April, while In others New
York, for example the war Itself
has made demands that hove neces-
sitated Improved facilities for han-
dling troops, ships and business di-

rectly contributing to the prosecution
of our campaigns.

In cases where public works not
vitally needed havo been continued
the work has gone forward under the
restrictions Imposed by the United
States Government In the delivery of
material which have prevented the
diversion of Iron, steel and lumber
from more useful enterprises. In not
n few Instnnces It was necessary to
complete structures under way, so
that great losses might be nvolded.
Borne work of thU nature may be In
progress now, but It Is safe to ay
that at present no Improvements of
magnitude not actually needed are
seriously put forward.

The net debts of the 210 cities In-

cluded In the survey amounted to
an average of $77.78 for

pach Inhabitant, New York retains,

as It ti likely to for years to come.
Its unenviable preeminence with the
largest debt for each Inhabitant, or
(170.22. This Is one of the wonders
of New York we dp not boast about.
It records (be recklessness of former
administrations which spent without
thought of the future; and Its reduc-

tion to a reasonable figure perhaps
tbo average municipal debt per capita
may be taken as a fair amount will
provide work for many administra-
tions In the future.

Where Federal Labor Control Can
Begin Beform.

In a number of Its features the
Federal labor control, which Is to be-

come operatlvo on Thursday, prob-
ably will amount to little or nothing?
But on this Government programme
are two things Which tho Department
of Labor can do easily. If It does
only those two tilings much of the
really dangerous labor shortage will
bo modified. Then the general labor
market would naturally readjust It-

self back to better conditions.
One thing the Government can do

and ought to do Immediately Is to
stop Its own bidding, directly nnd
Indirectly, of labor nwoy from fields
where It can be useful, to Government
shipyards, cantonments or other
places whero a good part of that
labor can be of no use to Itself or to
anybody else.

Steel plants and munition facto-

ries have been foolish enough to send
out agents through the coal territory
to Induce miners and miners' helpers
to quit their Jobs for higher pay In
the steel nnd munition plants. Not
only did those plnnts get nothing
much worth while for their purposes
from thnt sort of labor, but they
soon discovered thnt as tltPy-pull-ed

nwny men from the mines they cut
off their own conl supply.

But there was no worse offender
than the Government Itrelf. When It
wanted to put up barracks, ware-bous- es

or terminals, when It wanted
to convert fields nnd forests Into
camps and drill grounds, when It
wanted to do any big piece of work.
It paid men, good, bad and Indifferent,
all Rorts of Inflated- - wages. When
the farm hand, the village carpenter,
the shoemaker, anybody, heard that
those working for the Government
were making fabulous wages, whether
they knew anything about tbe work
they were doing or not, they nil pulled
up stake-.- and beat It to the Govern-
ment John. These men would go not
merely out of their own communities;
they would go out of their State and
across a neighboring Stnte. Some of
them would go half way across the
continent.

It was n3t many months before the
Government quit letting a man gather
In two, three, or four times what he
was worth. The Government got lf

organized In Its work, shipped
some of the incompetents, selected
more carefully those that were left,
and took reasonable pains In engag-
ing new labor. But the fables of
what nny man, without arms, with-
out legs, without eyes, could get from
the Government for doing nothing nt
all are still entrancing a large pro-
portion of the wage earners of the
United States. Here the trouble has
been not merely that the men who
packed their kits and etartwd for a
Government Job were gone for a sea-

son from where they were needed ;

Just ns bad was the fact that those
who were left behind wouldn't work
for reasonable wages' or even high
wages when they believed that those
who had the Government Jobs were
getting the salaries of bank presi-
dents and were going to hold them as
life Jobs.

It did not take the farm hands long
to And their way bnck to the farms
after they discovered that they could
not make any sort of living building
ships or turning out munitions, for
the very good reason thnt they could
not hold those Jobs. They were glad
enough to go back to the farms where
they were sure of work, with their
pay net in their Jeans nt the end of
the month, no rent, no board, no
railway fares, &c, to be paid. But
the carpenter, tho teamster, the smith,
tho plumber, the painter, who went
off to work for the Government at
two or three times what he had ever
earned before In his life, was so
thoroughly demoralized that he never
landed on his feet again, even when
he was ticketed home.

If the Government, which Itself set
the false standards, blinded the eyes
of wage earners nnd, directly and in-

directly, stripped other fields of labor
of half a dozen workers for every
one needed by the Government, can
straighten out the situation which the
Government thus created, it will go a
long way toward enabling other em-

ployers of labor to get their fields re-

adjusted on something like a rational
basis.

The Improving Wheat Situation.
The Food Administration has noti-

fied the managers of hotels, restau-
rants, clubs nnd dining cars thnt after
August 1 they may disregard their
pledge to serve no wheat, and use
tho Victory brend, containing 80 per
cent, wheat nnd 20 per cent, substi-
tutes, until the grain situation calls
for new regulations. It Is estimated
that the caterers now released from
a voluntary pledge to conserve wheat
lmve contributed by their action be-

tween 175,000,000 nnd 200,000,000
pounds of this grain to the common

, store. The educational value of their
action, in Mr. Hoovers words, "can-
not be computed."

The pledge was given at a critical
time, In Mnrch, when our wheot sur-
plus had all been exported, nnd the
only store from which the needs of
our cobelllgerents could bo met wns
that set aside for our own use. The
example of the hotels, restaurants,
clubs nnd dining car services was of
the highest Importance; the emer-
gency, was met and another great

contribution to victory wns made by
tho Americans who adjusted their
bills of fare to tho war necessities of
their country.

Since Mr. Hooveb's arrival In Lon-
don he has announced that hereafter
we may do our duty to our friends on
the other side of tho Atlantic with-
out undergoing tfie Inconveniences wo
have been called on to bear for a few
months. Tho new wheat crop Is com-

ing Into the market soon, reserves
havo been accumulated abroad, trans-
portation facilities are Improving con-

stantly, nnd tho outlook Is distinctly
encouraging. We ennnot waste, wo
cannot even hnve the full wheaten
loaf, but we can get along without
the deprivations wo havo known. We
should thank heaven our trials have
been no worse; greater sacrifices than
we have' made might have been de-

manded of us.
One Interesting aspect of tho

In our wheat ration is re-

vealed in the nation's vital statistics.
It docs not appear that abstention
from wheat nnd the use of substitutes
has affected tho public health ad-

versely In any section of the coun-
try- The assertion that, having
grown accustomed to fine white flour,
we could not assimilate coarser flour
and substitutes has been disproved
In practice- - on n large scale. Mother
"Nature has not been knocked out of
business by the patent millers.

For 1910-2- 0 the department calls
on the growers to plant 47,500,000
acres In winter wheat, from which,
with n yield of 15.7 bushels to the
acre, nnd allowing 10 per cent, loss
through abandonment on nccount of
winter killing, 087,000,000 bushels
will be expected. A proportionate
Increase In spring wheat acreage Is
wanted, and it Is hoped to hnrvest
well over a billion bushels In 1010.

Meantime, we mny live well with
clear consciences; but we must not
waste a grain of wheat, an ounce of
meat or a crystal of sugar. Every
atom of food Is needed, nnd conser-

vation must not be abandoned merely
because our case Is not ns bad as It
was six months ago.

Conditions In Turkey rnd Bulgaria.
An official of n neutr nation, who

had Just returned from Constantino-
ple, Is reported In a Sun despatch
from Fnrls ns describing the situa-
tion In Turkey "as one likely to hne
disastrous consequences very soon to
the Teutonic alliance."

For some time It hns been evident
that Turkey was becoming a burden
to the Central Powers. The Ottoman
Government, so ndroltly built up Into
n subservient machine by German
diplomacy and placed under the con-

trol of K.Nven Pashn and Talaat Bey,
has recently proved rebellious. The
gift of the Trnnscaucasus region,
one of the prizes of the Brest-Lltovs- k

negotiation, did not satisfy the greed
of the land hungry Turks. They be-

gan Immediately professing n great
revival of "national Ottoman spirit"
and demanded the possession of the
Crimea and of western Persia. Hut
this territory wns material to ihe
success of Gerranny's eastern scheme
and bhe refused to encourage the Otto-
man revival by acceding to the de-

mands of hef "glorious ally."
Not only has Germnny refused this

grnnt of territory, but she has done
nothing to assist Turkey In occupying
the Trnnscaucasus region. The Turk-
ish troops, by destroying the Chris-
tian towns of the Blnck Sea coast nnd
massacring the inhabitants, swept

unopposed to the Caucasian
mountains. Here they were checked.
In n six months offensive wnrfare
they have been unable to make any
headwoy, although the country Is
known to be held only by bands of
Georgians nnd Armenians. The last
report from this region received at
Washington Is to the effect that the
Georglan-Armenln- n troops are not
only holding their positions but are
making decided gains. The question
to the Turks Is, How can these people
In this Isolated theatre of the war
keep up such n sturdy resistance?
The Turkish military lenders charge
that the Germans never Intended that
Turkey should occupy this- - territory
nnd thnt the Georgians nnd Ar-

menians are receiving their supplies
of nrms and ammunition from Rus-
sian ports controlled by Germnny.

The visit of Kmperor Charles to
Constantinople nnd the efforts of the
Germnn diplomats failed to reconcile
the differences between Bulgaria and
Turkey. Enveh Pasha demanded that,
since the Central Powers had given
the Dobrudjn to Bulgaria, Bul-

garia should return to Turkey the
Mnrltza valley and n part of the
Xgcan cunst. This Is the territory
which Oermany forced Turkey to cede
to Bulgaria as the Bulgarians' price
for entering the war as allies of tho
Centrnl Powers. Bulgaria refused
and Germany hns sided with her In
the controversy. Frequent clashes be-

tween Turkish nnd Bulgarian troops
havo since been reported, and Kxvr.it
Ptihha, a despatch from Constuntl-ppl- e

snys, hnw threatened to occupy
the controverted territory with nn
armed force If Berlin continues to op-

pose his demands.
There have been frequent manifes-

tations of discontent among tho peo-

ple and In the army. At the time that
General von Mackensen was sent to
take control of the Ottoman forces In
Asia Minor a despatch from Constan-
tinople, which appeared to have off-

icial sanction, reported tho desertion
of 50,000 Turkish troops. A report
from Smyrna, which has Just been
confirmed, says that In mutinies nt
many points In Asln Turkish troops
killed their German ofllcers nnd thnt
whole regiments deserted. The fail-
ure to moke the long threatened effort
to halt the British ndvnnce In Meso-
potamia and Palestine Is generally be-

lieved nmong tho Allies to be due to
the lack of faith.of the Turkish nnd
German commanders la their troops.
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The food situation In Turkey Is re
ported to be, so despernto 'that thou-

sands nre dying of starvation. Early
In the war the reason of the shortage
In grain was ascribed to the demands
made upon Turkey by her allies. It
Is known though, that the food
supplies of the country are In the con-

trol of n ring of Government offlclnls,
who have been "reaping harvests of
gold." Commenting upon this condi-
tion TnE Sun's Informant says that
"tho poor nnd famished Mohamme
dans" see hundreds of food lnden
trains pass through the cities and vil-

lages "while men continue to fall In
the street from starvation."

Turkey and Germany have beca the
two losers In territory among tbe
Central allies. Turkey sees little
hope of regaining nny of her losses
by continuing an alliance which has
never been popular with her people
and which has resulted only In their
suffering" nnd distress. She has mis-
trusted her professed friends as they
have mistrusted her. Tbe rupture
with Bulgaria and tbe differences
with Berlin have offered on opportu-
nity for change In policy such ns
has not been presented to her before
In the wnr. Germany recognizes the
growth of Allied Influences In South-
eastern Europe; she saw t In tbe
overthrow of the Minis-
try In Bulgaria, and she fears Its ef-

fect In Turkey. The present condi-
tions In both of these States have con-

verted them Into liabilities more than
assets for Germany.

Grey Day.

Several correspondents have writ-
ten to The Sun on tho subject of
England's dny, which will be cele-
brated, we believe, with appropriate
services next Sundny. Tet this very
day Is an anniversary upon which
every Englishman must look with
pride. It wns on July 80, four years
ago, that Great Britain made Its
reply to the Impossible proposals of
Germany: that England stnnd nslde
and let the brute have Its way. In
all England's history there Is nothing
clearer or cleaner thnn the answer
sent by Sir Edwabo Grey to Berlin :

"Ilia Majesty's Government cannot
for a moment entertain the Chancellor's
proposal that they should bind them-
selves to neutrality on such terms.

"What he asks us Is In effect to en-

cage to stnnd by while French colonies
are taluri and France Is beaten, so long
as Germany does not take French terri-
tory ns distinct from the colonies.

"From the material point of view-suc-

a proposal Is unacceptable, for
France, without further territory In Eu-

rope being taken from her, could be so
crushed as to lose her position a a
great Power, and become subordinate to
German policy.

"Altogether apart from that, It would
be a discrace for us to make this bar-
gain with Germany at the expense of
France, a disgrace from which the good
name of this country would never re-

cover.
"Tho Chancellor also in effect asks us

to bargain away whatever obligation or
Interest we have as regards the neu-

trality of Belgium. We could not en-

tertain thnt bargain either."

If EnwAnn Grey had never written
another line, the message wo have
quoted ' mild be enough to make uft
his pimp In history.

Our Warm Afternoons.
When last spring we set our clocks

ahead an hour we changed our time-
pieces but we did not change Old Sol.
This commonplace fact Is recognized
now by everybody, because the 4
o'clock heats that always were char-
acteristic of New York now come nt
our 3 o'clock ; tbe cool of the evening
conies by the good man's watch an
hour later thnn It did In the past.
We work through a warm hour that
formerly saw us on our way to our
homes ; wo reach the domestlchearths,
on which no glowing fire Insults us,
in tempernturej higher than we are
accustomed to find in Its Immediate
vicinity nnd we think the climate Is
standing on Its head.

In the same way we leave our
homes an hour earlier by the faithful
chronometer of the heavens than has
been our habit. The morning air Is
fresh, clear, cool; we enjoy, without
giving the mnttcr thought, the differ-
ence between a 0 o'clock atmosphere
and a 7 o'clock ntmosphere. We start
out giving thanks for a cooler day;
but tho sun continues on his way to
warm things up ns Is his summer
practice, undisturbed by our mechani-
cal tlnkerlngs with his proceedings.
At 11 o'clock we get the noon ther-
mometer readings ;' nnd despite the
dawn's promise man sheds his coat,
mops his brow and feels his detested
collar wilt.

New York summers have their tor-
rid moments; how fortunate New
Yorkers nre to have a city of Infinite
delights and resources to make those
moments pleasant !

Tho fifth year of the wnr finds
Civilization thinner but more cheerful
than It was four years ago.

London civilians are reported to be
more or less down hearted becauso
worBted serge clothing has been forced
up In price from $12,20 to 13.40 a
suit. American civilians reading that
will not say a word out loud.

Kaiser watches battle from a tower.
.Vetojpoper headline, .

Where was the Crown Prince?
Down In the cellar?

If tho western front has had tem-
peratures such as have oppressed
Now York for a week, the Germans
must And running away from the
Allies most uncomfortable.

IUlng I'p State Under Difficulties.
8hrburt corretpondence KorlvilU fttaniard.

On Monday In several parti of the towh
where haying wm In progress th poor
unfortunate who straddled the springiest
est of the wheel rake was bundled In

overcoats and mltteni, w.MI, to prevent
the hardy farm team from shivering they
wert well blanketed.

PROHIBITION.
.Opposition tq the Proposed Federal

Amendments.
To Tits Editor or Tn Sun Sir.

Among the grave misfortunes that befall
a country engaged In war la that it gets
used In Incredibly short time to the pas-
sage of arbitrary laws. It quickly per-

ceives that for the period of the war It
must practically put itself for alt pur-

poses under the command of Its execu-

tive. The prohibitionists have employed
this condition In the United States to
do a thing which, If It succeeds, Is going
to give to this country Incalculable
trouble, and they have done It In a way
that tends to distract public attention
from the one subject on which attention
should be concentrated, the successful
prosecution of the war.

Congress has already dealt with the
manufacture of Intoxicating beverages
as a war measure by giving to the Pres-
ident, along with his other Immense
war powers, authority to stop It In whole
or In part, and he has acted as far as
hla advisers, among them Secretary Me- -
Adoo and Mr, Hoover, think he ought
to go. So there Is ho Justification for
the prohibitionists to make the war the
hobby horse of their notion, whether It
Is good or bad, whether It la mere hys
teria or the height of wisdom. We have
given to the President all the war power
he wants in respect of liquors, and more
than, after full consultation and advice,
he chooses to exercise.

Like all other laws that Congress has
adopted, and with what may be Justly
said to be universal approval. In tem-
porary restraint of our liberties we
have limited this authority to the period
of tho war. Why, then, when wo need

and how mightily we need It to be
thlaktng only of the war In all Its Inn-nl- te

aspects, should the prohibitionists be
permitted to take our minds from that
supreme subject to consider the numer-
ous questions, social, economic, political,
that aro Involved In whetfier or not we
wish or can afford to adopt not war
legislation but ever enduring legisla-
tion, constitutional legislation, legislation
which is not the assertion of a human
right but a prohibition of It.

Our Constitution, as originally sub-

mitted to the people, was only a plan
of government. Declaring the United
States to be a nation. It created an ex-

ecutive, a legislative and a Judiciary
and It defined each Its functions. And
that Is all It did. Since Its adop-

tion every amendment, from the first
to the Inst, hns been an assertion of
Individual rights with which neither the
United States nor any State Is permitted
to Interfere, unless, perhaps, the amend-
ment permitting Congress to tax in-

comes Is not that, as certainly It is not
the contrary. But now It Is proposed,
and for the first time In our history, and
at a moment when our thoughts and
emotions are all nxed on the war, to
Inject Into the Constitution the denial
of a certain personal right, and It Is so
arranged that the people themselves
have nothing to e.iy In the matter. It
If to be stralshtway decided for them
by the Legislatures of the several State.
If a majority of the membership of
three-fourth- s of the Legislatures agree
to this amendment It will Instantly and
forever thereafter deny to every one of
a people, already 100,000.000 In number
and growing prodigiously year by year,
this certain personal rlsht.

There nre f.vrtj eight States In this
I'nlon. The meiiK)t'r."hlp of their Leg-

islatures varies-- , but, as I am Informed,
will not aveiugn 1,"0 persons. So this
great question Is to be decided, unless
the Lcgtslatuics refuse to decide It nnd
tend It to the people, by n majority

ot of certainly fevvtr than 7,500 Indi-

viduals. As few na or fewer thnn 4.000
persons are now empowered to take
nwny from 100,000,000 persons and from
the accretion to them from all services
forever hereafter this certain personal
right.

.hat is Involved, and have, we, the
people, or they, our representatives, op-

portunity nt this time to consider It?
Say that the. rljht to drink may be
gravely abused. Siy that individual
abuses of It result In Individual Instances
of crime, disorder and hnrdshlp to Inno-

cent persons, wives and children. Still
there are millions of people who drink
and who do not drink too much and
who do not create disorder or commit
crime or by drinking deprive their fam-

ilies of support, and there are thousands
of others who, If they do drink to ex-

cess, even If they spend too much of
their earnings In liquor, havo no Incli-

nation toward crime or disorder. And
there is the economic question to con-

sider of the three hundred and more
millions of dollars that our governmental
organizations annually receive in normal
limes from the persons who choose to
drink nnd of the thousand millions of
capital and the hundreds of thousands
of employees who are concerned In the
manufacture of alcoholic drinks, strong
or mild, and of the farmers' Interests,
their growth of barley, wheat, rye, corn,
oats, molasses and fruits. And there Is
the question whether this wholo matter
la not purely a State Issue and whether
It Is wine to put Into our Federal Con-

stitution nny prohibition of a natural
human right, and what, if we once start
that kind of constitutional legislation,
It may lead to In tho similar proposal
of other restraints.

Must wo stop now, at the crisis of
this war, to examine Into all these ques-

tions in order that we may render an
Intelligent Judgment upon the question
that the prohibitionists have Induced
Congress to present to us? Should our
Legislatures, overwhelmed with business
necessary to the war, be distracted from
that business to this? Should they be
permitted to settle It for us anyway, at
thla or nny time? Is It not a question
for the people, nnd nil of them? Ought
not every candldato for legislative ofTlci

In every State to whom tho question Is
put this fall, "Mow will you vote on the
Federal amendment for prohibition?"
ought not every one of them to havo
the moral courage to answer: "1 shall
vote to submit this question to the peo-

ple to be passed upon by them when the
war Is over, and when they can have a
fair chance to look Into it nnd render
their verdict with full information and
after that consideration which Is not
war induced, not hasty, but deliberate
and the expression of their sober Judg-

ment." John McE. Bowman.
Nkw York, July 25.

The August number of the Attaniie
jroHfJUy contains war nrtlclea by two men
of widely dlnVrlnir views, colonel n

nnd AnJrf ChereiUme; a contribu-
tion by I.. I'. Jacks an international unity
asalnat national cruelty; "The New Place
nt Uabor," by Ordwny Tead, and "Mr
Hendenon nnd the Labor Movement," by
Alfred O. Onrdlner; an eiaay en dead
authors for example, Patience Worth-- by

Ames Iteppller, and one on "Authors
Who flo Out" many Idols are mentioned

by C(hnuncey n. Tinker-- , atoriea by Anne
Douilas Sedgwick and Virginia Baker, and
poems by John Jay Chapman and Amy

jLowtll.

ASK FOR YOUR MAU.

A Modern and Sensible Formats for
Telephone Users.

To thb Editor or Ths Sun Sir: Will-Ia- n

A. Page's dilemma "Who wants
him?" la very easy of solution. If ho
would assume the Initiative when tele-

phoning and eay: "William A. Page
wishes to speak to Mr. August Doss,"
he would not only avoid his own humil-
iation but would cave considerable time
for all concerned.

The great trouble Is that we are not
terse In such matters. "Brevity Is the
soul of wit." and by the same token It
Is a sure way to conservation of a most
precious commodity and valuable asset
time. Oinkva V. Wolcott.

New Tobk, July 29.

The Stenographer's Side.
To th Editor or TH Sun Sir: Mr.

William A. Page took occasion to object
strenuously to the "telephone evil" of
stenographers who first Inquire of those
calling "Who are you?" and then an-

swer: "Why, Mr. So and So Isn't In
right now."

In defence of stenographers and for
the enlightenment of Mr. Page I will
try In a few words to show the logic of
this practice.

A few years ago when answering
telephone calls In the absence of my
employer 1 at first said he was not In
and then neked for tho caller's name.
Invariably said party would cither cut
off or say: "Never mind."

When Mr. Employer returned he In-

quired as to any calls. I told him
there were some, but I didn't know from
whom, as they wouldn't leave their
names. He became Incensed and threat-
ened to discharge me If It happened
again. He Insisted that I manage to
get the names of callers.

Being a man of his word and I not be-

ing desirous of losing my position I rea-
soned, reasoned I. that reafter no one
was to call without leaving his name.
And since that day I always ask: "Who
wants him, please?" and then the subse-
quent "He Isn't In," If that be so.

This method of ascertaining who the
caller Is hasn't failed me yet.

Abraham Brin.
Brooklyn, July 29.

KIND WORD FOR WAITERS.

The Much Abased Tipping System
Finds a Defender.

To tub Editou of jThe Sun Sir: The
writer of this letter lunches at one of
the popular Broadway restaurants.
Two or three jears ago he missed his
pocketbook after lunch, telephoned to
the restaurant and asked If It had
been found. It had, nnd was restored
to the owner, who offered a dollar re-

ward to the waiter, who refused It.
To-da- y a roll of bills containing $35

was missed and the Information had
been hardly Issued when an omnibus
boy hnnded the roll to the owner with
a smile. A fifty cent gratuity was be-

stowed upon the boy. who seemed to
think that he was merely doing his
duty.

One day the waiter forgot to add nve
cents for a baked potato served with
toast beef. His attention was called
to It after the bill had been paid, and
he shrugged his shoulders. An extra
He cents was added to the regular ten
cents tip, but was declined. So there
you are!

Isn't it enough to dl.courage the
croakers ' L. C.

Glen niooE. N. J , Julv 29.

LET THE SERVANT GO.

A Wife and Mother Finds Her Work
Easter Without One.

To the Editor of The Si;n Sir: Your
editorial article on household problems
Interests me because It raises a question
that has troubled mo very much, thu
question of home nursing when there is
no help In the kitchen.

I am doing oil mv own housework.
with a little day's holn nbout rlennlni- -

besides taklnc care of mv three pHldn
live a but It has Its

so
very simple. I can't understand why
maids "make such a mountain out of
a molehill." We have been unable to
get nny help, nnd I havo decided It Is
more peaceful nnd comfortable to get

j along without any and make best
i of the situation, ns wages are more than

we ought to nay even If we could get
a helper.

I find I can Hooverize better without
a maid, and I begin to use as
much sugar and flour as we are allowed
to use. I havo found It so difficult to
persuade cooks to use substitutes
I am worn out with nervous strain
and find It less wearisome to do all my
own work than to struggle with unwill-
ing and incompetent helpers.

Still, with three very active children.
I realize that 1 am using up n good
deal of strength and leaving little for
emergencies llko sickness, nnd I lie
awake nights wondering how I could
manage to do home nursing In addition

my otber duties.
I have taken Hed Cross home

nursing course, nnd yet how can I have
the strensth and time to utilize the
knowledge ohtuined there? My only hope
seems to bo that "strength comes with
tho doing," and I get through more
work now- - than I could have dreamed
of doing before I was married.

Why can't Independent women t..'.e
up housework for patriotic reasons, as

farmeretteH have taken up farming
help It

to
women fitted j,

ter
Cross the

can- - nr.d
r.ot leave tho children to do Crosn

j Helpers like thnt would do bo
I H1UI II K"UU wmi H ivuum im .111 iimn

tlon the whole Mothers
j a change of scene to Bive them
' to with work, and

It Is most Important they be
rested take proper care of the children
and do nursing case of sickness.

Summit. N. J., July 29.

llunil.v Held Die 1'artn Itnrtd."
Where held the I'rU road,
Thw morning battla flamed and flowed.

The Marne la pasted, the line la bent!
Heaven speed surcor, heaven aent "

And Europe gazed with ree thAt gioncd
Where Uuniy held the roud.

The patient Frenchman counielled : "Walt!
The Hun but hurries to hla fate.
It waa row- the battlB broke

and tbe counter stroke!"
Hut pale the etnr patience showed,
Where llundy held the Paris

Paid llundy to High Command:
None our men would

The Stars and Stripes nre driven bark?
Impossible' Wo shall nttark!"
And forward line on line they atroda
Where Dundy held the Paris

And when night tbe day's end
The that filled the river bend
Were German deari And Kurope knew
And Freedom her tlew
And once more French river flowed

Dundy the Paris road.
Wu.ua o,

DECEITFUL ACCOUNTING METHODS fl

THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

A Banger In Federal Telegraph and
Be Closely

I have been much Interested In

reading your editorial artlclo In Tub
Sun recently, "The Government Again
Putting Itself to the Test."

I suggest that you watch thla
matter very closely. You will note In

tho article recently printed In your
paper that the Post Office Depart-
ment proposes to put all the account-
ing In the office of the post office ac-

counting department and to permit
telegrams to be paid for with stamps.
Thla Is exactly what happened when
the Government went Into tho parcel
post business. For a brief tlmo
separato parcel post stamps were
used. Then thla was found to b
too much trouble, according to the
Post Office Department, and patrons
wero allowed to use any kind of
stamps.

Even with the separate stamps
there haa been no method of telling
what the disbursements of the Gov-

ernment were for operating and main-
taining the parcel post service. With
the discontinuance of separate stamps
there was also no method of ascertain-
ing tho revenue, so now In order to tell
anything about parcel post we are
compelled to estimate. When the es-

timate disagrees with what the other
man believes, he can always, with a
considerable degree of success, de-

nounce the estimators and disbelieve
the estimate.

If you watch the telegraph and tele-
phone operation carefully, the way it Is
now developing, you will note that In
no time there will be no separation
whatever of the expenses of the tele-
phone and telegraph of the Post
OtTIco Department. My prophecy Is
that within about a after the
Government has taken over the tele-
graph lines and operates them the use
of Rcparate telegraph stamps will like-

wise be discontinued.
Then we shall hive the Post Office

Department, the telegraph and prob-
ably the telephono all wrapped up in
one huge ball. It will be Impossible
to determlno caparatcly the revenues
or expenses of nny particular depart-
ment and all of the revenue as a whole

be subject to the errors due to
the extensive use of the franking priv-
ilege and free usa by other Govern-
ment departrr.pnts, and by the Senators
nnd Representatives, which will doubt-
less begin right away.

Lilkcnvlso It be impossible to
show any separation of the expenses
of running the particular departments
due to the lack of any proper nc
..... ...... ,.n 4 J I VIIKV
Department, notwithstanding the high j

thereof which appears in home
Washington correspondents' articles
on the subject, perhaps prepared by
the nble publicity burenu In the j

Office Department; and the total ex-
penses be subject to the two diff-
iculties which are Inherent In anything
conducted by the Government first,
thnt they arc usually measured by the
appropriation bill without taking Into
account generally the deficiency ap-- ,
proprlation Mils which come along
later nnd are passed with much less '

public attention upon them, rather;
than the actual expenditures which,
due to the deficiencies of tho Govern-
ment ncrountlng, are not ascertained
until about a year after the money
has been actually expended. No boara

rectors would expect to Justify
us management or the affairs or a
I'loperty by exhibiting to the stock

I lnsIr"i of its actual expenditures as
shown by Its books In governmental
nnalrs buried in the tomes of the
Treasury Department.

Second, tho accounting of the post
i nko nas been severely condemned
"' ' uimimu-e- s oi account- -

lnp a,-s- 'he Railway Mail Com- -

mmee, neaoea ny Charles K, Hughes
Xo reckoning Is mndo of a large1
amount of free service furnished by
other Government departments, nor is
any proper nccount taken of the cost
of accounting or buildings in which
post olllces arc housed, owned by the '

Government and operated by and at

LOUIS THE TRANSLATOR.

Peer nt tho Performances of This
Pr no of Poljglots.

To Tun Emtor of Tun Su.s-- As
a tiannlator, the most versatile marvel
of modern men Is not surpassed by any
translators In one or two languages.
All along, in my illuminating letters
to The Sr.v, I forgot to put m.v

unrivalled expertness at translating nny
of literary matter with unwonted

rpeed, accuracy nnd unusflal ease to
convey tho Idiomatic llavor, tho sentl-men- ts

and tht-- otherwise elusive sublle- -

tle.s thoug.-.t- . Ac , of original.
A master trnnnlator four languages

j an'l a fair one In three other languages,

henco outprofesjored all of them. Al-
ready nt the ago of I was master
and wrote shoit ctoilts, A.c, In English,
Herman and My penchant for
Italian cime later. At IS I wrote poems

the vernacular of Tasso. My taste
for the Boft Spanish sveech appeared

,f.M.B ui.r,, "iiiimiif; in reu iu ine
mere writing of lyrics.

Now-- some of my feats: Torqunto
Tasno's "Night Vigils" 1 translated In
one month's time that Is. one hour a
dai'. Carduccls "Jnno a Satuna" four
hours. I preserved tho most dlltlcult

of the lull.m manza Hug-lis- h

version, which is Haying a good deal.
Many Miisrrt'n poems wero so easy
that 1 Just the translation

I am writing this very letter. "The.
of Mozart." by a Herman, I trans-

lated one month, or thirty-liv- e hours,
In 1S99.

Now translating English Into the three
other languages. One of my long poems
of thirty of Intricate versifica-
tion, I translated Into French In six
hours. Lillian Tnylor's, tho niece of
Ilayanl Taylor, look of child poems, In
199, I translated Into German and
French, mere play work. Others of my
F.ngllBh poems, whose subject matter Is
universal, I translated Into Italian,
French and tjeiman 1900, and a thou-ban- d

others.
Not literary man or woman In

the world's history, letters haa been
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Telephone Management Tht tt j

Watched.

tho expense of the Treasurj Depart,
ment.

Last, of course, and most impnrtnii'
when tho Western Union or the Artier
lean Telephone nnd 'Telegraph or the
Postal Company renders a report tn
Its atockholders, the largest atockhoM.
ers of the company, at least, give the
matter careful consideration, becaum
It means money out of their pocket
If tho affairs of the company are no:
well regulated. No one, I venture ti
say, except for political reasons eUf
gives any consideration to whether
or not tho Post Office Depar'mer.t, 4J

It Is now run, Is carefully and ec-
onomically conducted.

With this fact staring us in the face
how can wo expect efficiency or
economy In tho administration of th
telephone and telegraph by the Post
Office Department, which, under the
plans of David J. Iewls of Maryland,
who has been advocating this thing
for years, are to be so merged Into
tho post- office affairs that It will be
absolutely impossible ever to gin
them back without a complete revolu.
tlon In the management of the affalri
of not only tho telephone and W.
graph companies, but the mall ttt. 51
vice proper as well?

This may sound somewhat bitter,
but I cannot but feel that the taklni
over uy wie uufccuuit-ui- . ui ine leie. H--

phone and telegraph services, the one fa
class of public utilities of national lij
importance which has not wofullr
failed In maintaining pre-wa- r time
service (this, be it noted, with no I-
ncrease in rates) must have been based
on a positively wicked mlsreprefent-tio-

to the President.
Letters now take two and three

days to travel a distance which they
formerly did In one. Every one knowi
about conditions existing on the steam M

We nre all having the experiences
with the express companler reported
by Mr. Hutchinson In hla let r printed
on your editorial page. In fact. sr
wero Informed that a new rule had
been adopted that no express ship,
ments will be traced until two weeks
after date of shipment has elapsed,
but It now appears that this Is tot

.........uuw. ..mjv..." ..u ,u,t(,r
go senaratelv from the shlnment H

therefore the receiving office haa n
knowledge of what express is to be en
th way to It, and notwithstanding the
consolidation of the help of all thre
companies there seems to be a greater
congestion than there ever was before

Crowning It all, I read In ' ''.master
Gsjicr.il Hurleson'a statement announc-
ing the tnklng over of the tetephoce
and telegraph that It wns necessary la
order that the unused telephone fvi',!-tie- s

might be used for telegraph
and vice versa. It apparently

must be assumed, nnd the afsump lor
is probably correct, that the memory
of the public generally is o short

will have forgotten that or.lv

within the last four years a compr-
ehensive plan for this same common
use of th? facilities of the Western
Union Telegraph and th American
Telephone and Telegraph Compar.r
was worked out by the latter, which
had ncqulrtd a controlling Interest ir
the capital stock of the former After
tremendous economies, with
greater efficiency, had begun to demo-
nstrate themselves the Attorney-Gener-

of the United States, now Justi-- e

Mclteynolds, Instituted a procefilnt
tinder the Sherman nntl-tru- law
which resulted In scrapping the who
plan and restoring the absolutely fepa-rat-

distinct and Independent opera-

tion previously existing.
. Now the plans of Sir. Vail aro resu-

rrected and the necessity of carnint
them out Is given as the reason wh,

the fiovcrnmcnt must take over tVs
companies. In short, the Govcrnmei.'
first made ft impossible for others tn

do it, nnd then, having don- - that,
points out tho consequences of its own

act ns the cause of an emergency farm-
ing the basis for its present ad.m

Under these circumstances the grra;
concern which I feel because the one

method of communication vvhi i r

mains to the average business m.n '

aliout to be submitted to the
Influence of Oovern-nen- !

control nnd operation seems to b en-

tirely Justified. H C s--

New York, July 23.

able to write In five or six lamruirn
ns a native does. Hence It will ie a-
cceded that I am Just a trifle above ..

literary giants of the world
Loins SI. niLsiieinvs,

Supreme Spirit of the Spheres
New York. July :9.

ALIEN RESIDENTS.
Thoughts Inspired by Kxperlcnre ot

a Draft Hoard.
To Tim Kditoh of The Kt ' I

have been doing volunteer wo'n m or

of the diaft boards in this "v fr' ' "

last seven months. 1 have been s- k

with tho great Slumber of Sl.' l'is
Wrecks, Italian", Itusslans and 1. ..''
Jews who have livod in this count'1
years and nre doing profitable hi- -

hero who have never taken " '

papers and never Intend to.
In business they are benefited . "e

absence of Americans at the fr--- ' "v"
Individuals should be told to f. i n

get out. They should be asst
Into the service or be sent t th. -

try of origin at th nrst oi p

Clas-- A is practically cxha',
theo Individuals should be broni'

Incidentally 1 believe from wt
tlce on the stteeta thnt tbe r ' vv v

lot of well dressed slackers i i''
here tn escapo duty U

New YnitK, July 29

POTATO SEED.

X Tall for a Iteward of $l,n0 s.ild to

Have Ilecn Offered I,nt Year.

TO THE KDITOn OF Tllf Scs
year or so ago the assertion w.- -

to the effect that potatoes " ' ''
bore seed from tho bl'som, '' ' '

could be found no seed btl's s '
was tho person making th. at- "
that $1,000 was to be the pn'- ' '"
person finding one of the m.ttur. d '
soma or seed balls.

Ono of my neighbor has
vines which have promise of '
the seed balls, and would be g'vl f
In touch with the author of tN

tlRKE.S-WICH-
, Jul 29. I" v

A Defiant Oiorl. r.dltor.
tht Maittmith Sprinj --

If you don't take tht papi; .

umbrage at an) thing I; maj u


